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A researcher who has social security cover in a European country must apply for a European Social 
Security Card before coming to France (this card replaces old documents such as the E111 and the 
E128). 
 
In order to be reimbursed for healthcare and medicine, you need to register (immatriculer) with the 
Caisse Primaire d’Assurance Maladie (CPAM- Health and Social Security Departments) in the area 
where you live.  
 
The exception to this rule is the city of Paris, where a central department has been set up to 
process European and international claims. 
 
If you live in Paris, you need to enrol at the CPAM Relations InternationalesCPAM Relations InternationalesCPAM Relations InternationalesCPAM Relations Internationales    

• Send your completed file by postby postby postby post to : 
CPAM de Paris Service des Relations Internationales 
21, rue Georges Auric 
75019 Paris 

• Enrol in person in person in person in person with an appointmentwith an appointmentwith an appointmentwith an appointment. Call the CPAM from 8.30 until 17.30 on 3646364636463646. The service 
will contact CPAM Relations Internationales who will call you within 48 hours for an 
appointment at  
173-175 rue de Bercy,  
75012 Paris  
Metro: Gare de Lyon 

 
Documents required:  

- Passport 

- European Card or the form to register in France which should have been given by the social 
security that has signed the bilateral agreement with social security.  

- A proof or residence in France and an address in your country of origin (i.e. where you have 
social security cover, if you do not live in the country in which you were born)  

- A Relevé d’Identité Bancaire (RIB) – a slip giving official details of your bank account.  
 

This enrolment allows you to be reimbursed for part of the medical cover you receive in France, 
based on a scale fixed by the Social Security system. You will rapidly be issued with a temporary 
identification number (starting with a 7 or 8) that will enable you to start sending feuille de soins - 
forms for reclaiming medical expenses - to your CPAM.  
 
Usually, enrolment takes place at the same time as the first reimbursement. However, it is 
advisable to enrol beforehand in order to obtain a certificate (attestation) confirming that you are 
covered by the social security. This is needed if you choose to apply for complementary health 
insurance (mutuelle). You can either continue to benefit from an existing health insurance in your 
home country or to take a new one out in France.  
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